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B''1 i 'J - "I In that very readable book,

B? li a "Abraham Lincoln, the Bo'
t ty Many Advantages tor and the Man," we get a pi

H Big City Boys ture of young Lincon'8 Bl,r"

IB' j roundings which contrasts
I Dy MEYER BLOOMF1ELD fltrangci; cvcn with the mosi;

I unfavored of city neighbor-ikoocl- a.

Primitivo ia the only word that quite describes the bare, resource-- !
flew life which waa the kindergarten for the future martyr.

The handicapped city boy haB much in his favor, though the want,

"' f the things ho ought to hnvo ia bo glaring that many fine men andiM 7 " srooxSn arc devoting their best to bring a fuller life within reach of tho,
i, J naming citizen.

, Outside of certain benighted localities whero infant livca are etill
t . crifIocl to, cotton and glaaa Molochs, tho good sense of the American;

, people has mado some provision for access to a teacher and to books. In
'' aar"cities and towns there arc opportunities for the poorest boy whichj

H f7!' 1
oU havo mado Lincoln think himself a prince, could he have had aj

H lh I teste ot them.

B, iPS . I "VHua i not Baying tliat the city boy everywhere has everything which
"V 1L J

lS '8 " ayc' 'lcro nro nt nearly enough play spaces and
B '! jArcatbinjif spaces In any of our cities, and though our schools arc splendid,
B 3j R J iaiany a Iwy must work too hard to stay in them, and many arc forced

LB i s rto leave before they havo been shaped for a career of service to themselves
B I U - nd to their fellows.
B ,? f : w only by contrast that wc say tho city boy of today is well off.,

Bl J & && with a still higher outlook, and from tho point of view of thorough-- )

ggP fc" V"S justico and good will, one must ask for ever so much more before!
B' ' jf?? n can say that we arc doing all that a highly civilized people can do.j
B I Lincoln's gaunt environment was a hard 6chool to begin life in. That

B m"1 -
! " no' ma Lincoln. It could not break him, as it must have broken)

B jjp, I maaj a young life; that is about all one can say for it. How he rose!
B ., bore his unlovely sotting and came before his fellows as one of the saints)
B $ J . the world is tho story which the city boy cannot ponder too often.
B M j While no backwoods need clearing in the overcrowded metropolis.
B gL j '3bene ia as much need of heroic, staff there and tho same challenge to it

B op Lincoln know. The conditions which beset the growing child in

""s St I ihnoet every city of over 5,000 people are not tho most ideal. The forcesi

B jK I ' 8 arc nt without the competition of the opposite influences and,
B , X 1 & tender nature of the child is the battleground between tho conflicting!
B W I slnenta. There is a social tug-of-war- our cities and the child is tho
B .prize
B ? There is much to he thankful for in tho opportunities that a city pro--
B j .fides today great schools, bath houses, gymnasiums and many enlight- -
B mod people who arc studying the needs of the children. But no timq
B tver called for more patriotism and valor than do these days of transition;
B tfrom isolated living to living. Those who con servo their,
B JeUows well are tho leaders of tho time. In tho boys' clubs and in the class
B 1 (Tootns this leadership is being trained. It will in time be directed toward!

B doing away with tenements and playless Btrccts, with tho many thinga

Hn Wiat rob tlio child of its heavenly prerogatives.
B ' Tho log cabin boy has one thing in common with the tenement boy.
Bl :- -

' "Each is master of a destiny. Tho Lincoln type has not passed away from!

B ibe boy world. Let us do away with

H he lng8 that check the growth of jQm2a Yffirrwjhli4
R. , 1 Si"' tius priceless national wealth. Qj u

K. viv ft m ;

KkZ& .mI.-i- -j Mtt wl women in tho worldj l!

l0W!b0m? i5Uth think, are to . bo found in

H :j&FUi American Girls Work Chili- - In Santiago and'
Valparaiso the women, eveni; By EDWARD CROSS. London, Eng".

; M w I 11 I I of tho plebian class, with
H. I ' their flashing black eyes,

mf" i '"( I caven tresses and finely chiseled features, are extraordinarily attractive. In
B, - v J Ihe afternoon inTtho shopping districts, when tho wealthy und fashionable
B enoraa and senoritas come on parade, they constitute a spectacle tlmt is

H f
1 quite enrapturing.

!' In both tlicse-town- s there arc women employed as assistant conductors
. ! on tho street carB. They are active in moving about and selling tickets to

B' the passengers, Ta"nd I learned that the companies preferred them in this
v respect to men, Ifatfrig found that there was less danger of tho coin sticking

H J 0 feminine fingcYs

B In Bolivia,Vtoo, the women take the eye of a foreigner by their very
H x fetching footgear' It is tho custom for tho ladies of La Paz to have their

B boots mado in Erifis, and these beauties will not have them except that the
H tops reach almdst to their knees. The skirts of their costumes are corre- -

HjB 1 ponflingly short,' exposing in their whole length the neat and natty French

f
f boot, which nine. times in ten encases a foot of the real Trilby type, and

H ; l ' making a picture to which no man turns his back.

H ' 3 ,
1

I Wo have adopted a new
Kt '

JTTT KT I TVT t rul in our household,H j t(l IN OVel Manner Ot namely, that there shall pos- -

B J j Avoiding Family Jars Uivc1 bo no diBcus8ion of

H nny troublous subject dur--'iA b 0 Walter B. Pklmer, Puuburgh. Pa.LB -
I 1 mg dinner, nor for one hour

BjjB j; ; 1 thereafter. We don't bar
H talk, far from it; we can laugh and chatter all we want to; but no dis- -

H . cussion; the reason therefor being this: i

B &rc naturally a nervous bunch, well meaning but touchy; what
HjH Mr friends would. politely call "liigh Btmng, sensitive people," our enemies,

B trappy ;" and when we get to discussing tilings well, even with the best '

H atcntions all around, --each member of tho family is apt to hold his own
H ' opinion pretty strenuously and to express it pretty vigorously ; and while,
H . I raly, ours is a Very happy family, yet, when we had got fairly launched

HBP I on one of those discussive 6essioii8 we could manage to spoil our dinner
B ' I and to make our6elvee, all around, pretty miserable.

H' I It was poor business, and so we have adopted this new rule, positively
H . prohibiting discussion of our troubled at table; with results thus far '

B j ' ' most felicitous.

B )
'

i . m
'

1
1 Tho days of whaling are

H ' Days of Whaling Ihitit pSJno'S
H 0 : ; w a Are Not Passed tho best fieIds for whaline

j , ;; W.riTHOH.MASON,BoSion,MaM. "5" Thf rcPor
H t H I catch for the season m
H , t-- 1 the southern seas was 400
H .,

4

" & v. Jutle The oil niuountcd to 2,000 tons and was valued at about $215,000
B "' to Kni.nM, 20 tons of w halcbone to France.
m K There js only one company at present doing business in whaling in
B nhih:'" Their euipiiient comprises three steam whaling vessels of 3,000

H .rttnUHi iiPil during the teafion as floating stations and afterwards for tho
B rnMWjx'r ;t)oi) of oil ami whalebone to Europe.
B i v-r'l'- l,f wliulms: boats the company owns rango from 90 to 117 feet

H m length iwl pvorage.ljft or 10 tons. Each is equipped with a machinu
B mill that fire nn explosive hnrpoo'i.

H

DIRISDbHbIHSHH1

CyZ HEnE nro two days of Hiipromo Importance to JBPvMfT
m nil Christendom whon, no mattor what the M " '"'

i dlfforenco In creeds, tho wholo Christian world M t Zf'lV unites In tho obaervnnco of whnt aro rightly Lj W
ra?rcn regarded na tho moat significant nnnlversa- - Ik .wl. 'SYlj r'ca In tho year. On Easter and Christmas all B5A(X-jH-

jrV tho churchos nro at one.
feJLZy Tho story of tho first Christmas is so unt- - OsWHX

voraally known thnt It needs no ropotltion, iplSi'f
nnd ono hoBitatea to repeat it for fear of mnr-- iTSHring tho beauty and simplicity of tho original nnrrntlvo "y MW$--

Tho story of tho origin of tho obaervanco of ChrlstmaB Is ?P xji"
qulto nnothor tiling, however, nnd may bo approached In irA
n more mundnno spirit. Wo tako pnrt In tho tlmo honored KT$i
customs which nro bo lntlmntoly nssoclnted with tho dny Gtfx
without stopping to consider whether they had, their Incop- - ran2$
ton In tho ChrlBtmnB Idea or whothcr they over hnd any Pl
other slgnincnnco thnn thoy now hnvo. Wo trim tho ""'

ChrlBtmnB treo, dlstrlbuto our present, docornto with holly nnd mlatlotoo nnd
alt down to a big dinner, nnd if wo over stop to think why wo do theso things
(nnd It is more thnn likely thnt wo don't) why, it Is Just tho Chrlstmns cus-
tom nnd thnt'B nil thoro Is to it.

But it Is very far from being nil. Tho customs which Boom such nn
part of tho fostlvnl nro inoxtrlcnbly tnngled up with Romnn, Scnndl-nnvln-

dormnn nnd Celtic ceremonlnls, in which very many of them hnd
their origin. Our Chrlstmns, whon wo luvesignto It, la found to bo n molting
pot of pngnn trndltlonB nnd practices without number, purged of their old
slgnlflcnnco nnd ndnpted to tho higher fnlth.

Tho obsorvor hnlts beforo tho contemplation of tho countloss vnrioty of
cuBtpms nssoclatod with ChrlBtmnB in nil lnnds, both In tho past and tho
preaont dny. To dosqribo thorn nil would fill a good sized book, so wo con
only refer briefly herd to somo of tho moat promlnont of thorn.

Tho onrly fnthors of tho church, however much, thoy might have desired
to bnntsh nil pngnn prnctlcoa from tho exorcises of religion, were porforco
obliged to nllow tholr converts to retain pnrt of tho old uangos. It whb nn
Impossibility to put nn end to thorn, bo thoy wisely decided thnt It wns bettor
to lot tho peoplo follow tholr bent nlong certain lines rather than to antag-
onize them by Insisting too strongly on a course which thoy woro bound to
oppose Tho moro glaringly heathenish rites wero ormllcntcd, nnd thoao
which remnlned woro purgod of tholr moro objectlonnblo fonturos and InfuBed
with a now spirit.

Chrlstmna wnB not observed at all, bo ttl na wj) can Jlnd any record, foci
2C0. or 300 yenra nftor tho birth of Christ, atfcj'aB tho ovent hnd occurred in
Buch nn humblo fashion mon woro qulto unnbio to dotermlno Its dnto when
thoy began to interest themselves In keeping tho annlverBnry. There is not
n month In tho yenr for which aomo nuthorlty haB not clnlmod tho honor of
tho nntivlty. Ono thing la cortnln, nnd that la that It could not hnvo occorred
on tho 2Cth of December, ns this dnto- - Is tho height of tho rnlny season In
Juden, as in California, nnd it is qulto unlikely that tho shopherds could
hnvo been wntqhlng tholr flocks by night under thoso conditions.

Tho first nttompt on record to nsslgn nnyUnto for tho nntivlty wna mndo
In Egypt nbout 200 A. D., when Mny 20 sa8 tho dnto mentioned. From thnt
time forwnrd claims woro mndo for various dntes, Jnnuary 6 nnd December
25 being tho moat In fnvor up to tho tlmo of Chrysoatom In tho fourth con-tur-

when tho lattor gnlnod the preference.
This dnto wna not choson entirely without renaon. Tho colobrntlon ot

tho winter solstice .wna ono of the chief fcstlvnls of Rome, nnd among tho
Celts and Germans It wns rogardod with ovon grcnter significance. Tho aun,
an tho giver of light nnd hent, nnd consequently of llfo, hns been nn object of
worship nnd adoration from tho remotest times down to tho present dny;
thoroforo tho period of tho winter solstice ns marking tho ronownl of tho
powor of tho sun wns n tlmo of rejoicing nraong nil peoples who elthor wor-
shiped tho sun directly or who regnrded It as a manifestation of ono of tholr
doltics. Tho 12 days botweon December 25 and Janunry 6 were regarded as
extremely important by tho Toutonlc racos, who believed that nt thnt tlmo
tho influenco of tho gods wnB moro poworfully directed townrd the enrth thnn
nt nny othor. Nothing could bo moro natural, thoroforo, thnn that theso peo-

ples, on turning to Christianity, should fix tho commomorntlon of tho npponr-anc- o

ot tho Saviour on tho earth nt tho snmo tlmo of year they hnd been ac-

customed to acknowledge tho glory of tho Bun. Tho significance of tho two
evonta Is parallel; tho one heralds new llfo to tho physical world and tho ..
other tho deliverance ot tho human rnco from tho powers of evil.

It hns been pointed out that in tho early period of tho church It wna con-

sidered wlso to nllow tho convorto to retnln some of tho old customs. Tho
observance of Christmas was thoroforo oncourngod as a substitute for tho
pngnn fcstlvnls, In particular for tho Roman snturnnlla, which occurred In
Docember nnd which wns so populnr thnt whllo It originally lnsted for ono day
only (tho 17th), it wna first extended to throo days and later, under tho Em-
peror Claudius, to aovon. Tho festlvnl wns opened by public sacrlflco before
tho tomplo of Saturn, followed by a great public banquet, In which nil classes
participated. From this tlmo all tho peoplo seemed to go mad ho com-plote-

llborty prevailed and It was a tlmo of universal festivity nnd morry
making. Crowds swarmed through tho streets Bhoutlng "To Saturnalia," a
form of greeting similar to tho modern ".Merry Christmas." It was a holiday
tlmo in tho widest Benso; Schools nnd lnw courts woro closed nnd ha senato
ndjournod; no criminal was executed und no war was proclaimed. Tho slaves
enjoyed an equality with their masters, nnd oven sorved them nt tho tablo.
Tho peoplo occupied themselves In calling on ono anottier, in exchanging
presents and attending banquets. Thoro was always ono day especially de-

voted to tho children, a custom to which wo may traco tho particular
of Christinas to children down to the presont tlmo.

Cortaln othor practices of tho Saturnalia which Christmas has prosorved
related to candles, images nnd cakes. Candles wero always In evidence nt
this time, as wero small Images .mado either of baked clay or dough. Tho
Germans teday always mnko a practlco of baking great quantities of all kinds
of Christmas takes, which aro an Important and Indispensable adjunct to tho
occasion.

Tho custom of docoratlng "with evergreens at Christmas has tho tradition
of ages back of Itl As far back as history goes peoplo have been In tho habit
of using flowers nnd greons lnkall sorts of festivals. The uso of tho mistletoe,
however, Is a survival from tho ancient Colts and Scandinavians, to whom
It was an object of particular veneration at all tlmos and especially whon it
grow on nn oak. When found growing on this treo tho Dr,uids cut It with
solemn coromonleB and used It In tholr sacrificial rites. It was believed to
possess magic qualities of potent power. It la still potent, but only In the
matter of conferring privileges.

Tho Hrst historic mention of a Christmas tree was mado in Strasburg
in 1Q05, but tho Danos go farther back thnn that. Thoy havo a sweot old
legend relating to tho tlmo whon Ansgar first preached Christianity to tho
Danes, wheroln Is told how tho Lord sont his three mossongors, Faith, Hopo
nnd Charity, to help light tho first Christmas tree. Thoy sought for ono that
should bo as high as hopo and wldo ns lovo, and that boro tho sign of tho
cross on overy bough and thoy finally found It in tho balsam fir.

llollofs which havo boon chorUhod for ages generally dlo hard, and tho
church, realizing this, Introduced othor practices Into Iho old customs which
survived from paganism. Such woro tho miracle playa nud dramatic repre-
sentations of early events in Christ's llfo, which received great attontion
during tho middlo ages and of which tho Christmas carols may bo considered
an offshoot. Thoso enjoyed greut popularity throughout all Europo but par- -

tlcularly In England, whero In many villages today it is oustomnry for
troops of men and boya. called tho waits, to to from door to door singing

SOTflSSu- - jr !"ilria WWW

enrols for scvoral a&ta(: WryVk.nights beforo Christ- - WVWMA.
Similarly In some of "WmtCwlnfw r

tho country districts In Ks55?HIPlb9 Vob VMM&r$$fS&p
Franco tho children 7rLJjBy'make tho roundB of tho (fe. ilSjfHMflrtPI 1

tlo cradlo on tholr -- yABjB$11 '

backs and singing Ayll ' WMJBSg I

carols for pennies. J3 W l 7wfmt'Santa Claus is not as &Q Kf '

familiar a figure in efl jyK Pfejl Xf
l? fFranco aa ho Is among U-r- v &' la iEl

us. Thoro, Instead of 7 1 Ife
hanging up tholr stock- - rllPWvA Wl V7
ings to bo filled by him, I j)L1V W V
in front of tho fireplace LSr I I

In north Germany, GTnSrifS LUSJ5uJQ J SL
however. It Is Xi'k2Chrlstchlld who glvos :)i:Y&9'htho presents, but his v Q- - msorvnnt, Knecht Ru- - ft
precht. This Individual Is usually represented, by a man who clothes him- -
self In a whlto robo nnd high buskins, a mask and an enormous wig. So Iattired ho presents himself nt the door nnd nnnounces that ho Is sent by Itho Chrlstchlld to distribute gifts among tho children. Tho parents recelvohim coiemr.nlously, and ho Inquires whother each child has been good, and
1. tho answer Is In tho affirmative tho child recolves his presents; but It
not, Knecht Ruprecht gives tho parents a stick with the advice to uso It "" '

often.
In Pelglum lh children go about carrying paper stars with a lighted

candlo In tint center from Christmas to Epiphany, to commomorato tho ap-pearance of tho blnr of Bethlehem. Thoro 1b a similar practice among somo
of the natives of Alaska bolonglng to U10 Greek church. A procession of !

mon. women nnd children Is formed, nt the head of which Is carried a largofigure of n star covered with brightly colored paper. Two mon also marchat the head, carrying lnntorns onlong poles. Tho procession makes thorounds of the vlllngo, stopping at each houso, whero tho marchers aro In-- v

ted to como In and tako refreshments. Thoy nlwnys nccopt nnd nftorsinging a carol or two they march on to tho next houso. TIiIb porformancoIs kept up through Chrlstmns wook, but after tho second night It Is variedby tho Introduction of a now feature Tho star boarors aro pursued bymen and boys, who try to catc them and destroy their stars, and whllotho significance of tho game is supposed to Ho in tho fact that It is a repre-sentation of tho soldiers of. Herod killing tho children of riothlehom thoplayers nro mainly concerned In the opportunities for a frolic which it af-for-

and bother themselves little about tho event It is supposed to o.

EumTQ tfllT,,?' burning the yulo log still endures In certain partB of'
of tho toast of Jul among tho nnclent Scnndl- -

Krlr ThCn,ot,y W'ntAer nt th0 80l8t,co thy klnd,cd enormous fires In
hr.ne.nJ i?8 th 3onl of southenstem Europe thoIn and burning of yulo log H an elaborate ceremony.
JSnhTn"8.Is""NT 5 fre Chrl8tmn. or on the day beforo. an oak"?

but on account of tho superstition that such treesn.r,mnjW W,thU,l,t ,8 nece88"y to observe certain precaution whllo
must wear gloves throughout tho whole Dro-ceedl-ng

and beforo they dnro lay nn ax to tho treo they must face the
fwallsowarTESo'enrvV,"108' Md ,n f0lll"K li thy mU8t S2

will follow if thoyoff a chicken's head on tho fresh stump, using tho whirl Yhll
cut down the tree Tho first chip Is the tolSSt

Journey Is so timed that the houso la nS? ,.uTV,
Tho housowifo Is on tho lookout for it nnd aa Son al" fHBho haatena to hide tho tablo, the spoons .i? , ?8 I1 COm,ng
chairs, which are not brought to again untlf ?n J, n"",11 th, fT?It Is generally nbout midnight wLe The I biSht?nS
and it Is received at tho fnhfr l , lnt1,tbo hou80'
"Good morning nnd merry ChrlSmaV- - tSce ts ThS hlB m,ly1 ft

in turn, shnke over him r' Z,? ?n f h 1
served, he drags tho log up to"tK JXiX by menTs oZJL obl Iit In enso tho log is brought into tho hou !!" m,VV0Unrt nroun(1
cut from it and leaned against the eastern wnnZroth',? thr? 8t'CkB Dr
with Ivy, until tho log is burned out crownott

Tho log must bo paid marked respect by ovcrvbo.lv .. .1.if ood luck Is (0 bo enjoyed during P l? vory ln8t
preach It bnrefooted unless ho wanta tS JrZH""J J2 Imd,b?ttor Tsufforlng with soro feot,

Christmas ovo Is distinguished by feasting nnd r
Is sprinkled with grain from n siovo by tho mnstor of ?Z ", ' nP,PCnrS "9
for which greeting ho places throo candles ,'Um' ,n ,r,oturnwoundsilver thread In tho bottom of tho sieve. Those nro fit 2 I ?U n"d

ltho meal and whon everybody has hnd hla nil ,beE,nn,nB of
tlngulshes them with a bit of bread dipped In wlio ' f th hUB X'

Much moro could bo told concerning tho wnv rn,Hmdifferent localities and many curious bol ofs ami
'8 ,bBorvcd ,n

brought to light. 'Somo can bb traced prnct,,C0B wou,d "b ho
tho origin ot others Is anS iorv PUr,y Chrl8tla" "ourcb;
tho ages preceding tho IntrSductton 'of Chdstlanlt 'V0 hb ro,lt8 ot Itouched upon above nro only the !'? Motty
to this one day. Thoro is no othor dayTfho yonr ", ,1,.U.BnB8 rolntlnR ivnrioty of trndltlonB nnd observances cluJtor for thn T Wh,oh BUch tt Rront Ipeoplo so delight to commomorato nnd non'o n otl,or dfty wh,ch 1
deep nnd unlvorsnl veneration. D,c" ,8 rfc'nrdod with such S


